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• Curator, Science Museum, London 1992-1998 

• Senior Curator/Director of Museums, Royal College 

of Surgeons of England, 1998-2010 

• turned academic collection into public museum 

• Head of the Wellcome Library, Wellcome Trust, 

2010-2014 

• Director of Culture & Society, Wellcome Trust,  

2014- present 

• GBP120m p.a. for museum, library and grant funds 

for research, education and public engagement 

• Board Member, Research Libraries UK, 2014-

present 

 



• Independent global charitable foundation which 

seeks to improve health for everyone by helping 

great ideas to thrive 

• Founded by Sir Henry Wellcome in 1936 

• Self-financing, with an endowment of GBP20bn and 

annual budget of c.GBP1bn 

• Supports biological and clinical science, translational 

research, humanities and social science, education, 

arts and culture. 

• Runs Wellcome Collection, a museum and library 

which challenges the way people think and feel 

about health by connecting science, medicine, life 

and art. 
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• Funder requirements 

• public libraries – funding cuts, need to appeal to 

wider community. 

• university libraries – student fees and the 

national student survey give students a voice. 

• independent/museum research libraries  - need 

to redefine role. 

• Digitisation:  

• available for free (Google Books, Internet Archive) 

• licensed material is expensive/restricted (Elsevier) 

• What does this mean for audiences? 

• does academic/public distinction still apply? 
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• The Hive, Worcester – a combined university and 

public library 

• Heritage Quay, Huddersfield – a university archive 

with a public face 

• The Keep, Brighton – an archive centre for local 

government, a local museum and a university 

• The Dana Research Centre and Library, Science 

Museum – a new museum library 

• Tate Archives and Library – a museum archive with 

a public face 

• Wellcome Collection – a combined public museum 

and research library 
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• http://www.thehiveworcester.org/ 

• Opened 2012 

• Europe’s first combined public and university library 

(joint between University of Worcester and City of 

Worcester) 

• 1,000,000 visitors per year – from university 

students to adult learners, families to small 

businesses 

• 250,000 books 

• 20km of archives 

• 10,000 m2 of floor space 

• academic and public events – arts, literature, music 
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• http://heritagequay.org/ 

• Opened 2014, funded by UK Heritage Lottery Fund 

• 630 m2, 7000 visitors per year 

• 500,000 items including sound and film archives 

• Based on University of Huddersfield archives but 

strong emphasis on local communities and public as 

well as researchers 

• Very innovative public events – e.g. music recording 

– and exhibition/display space (230 m2)   
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http://heritagequay.org/


• http://www.thekeep.info/ 

• Joint archive centre for East Sussex Records Office, 

Royal Pavilion & Museums for Brighton City Council 

and University of Sussex 

• Opened 2013 

• 800m2 of public space, 18km of archives storage 

• Areas for individual and group study and research 

• Some public events 

• Compromised by location – away from other cultural 

and academic centres 
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• http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/about-

us/collections-and-research/activities-and-

projects/dana-centre 

• Opened 2016 

• London base for Science Museum library and 

archives which are stored in Swindon (125km away) 

• 18 reader desks 

• Need to order material in advance 

• Disconnected from main public spaces (5.5m visits 

per year) 
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• http://www.tate.org.uk/research 

• ‘Archives and Access’ project finished in 2015 

• Funded by UK Heritage Lottery Fund 

• 6 new display and study spaces 

• linked to digitisation project 

• extended outreach project across UK 
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• http://wellcomecollection.org, 

http://wellcomelibrary.org 

• Medical history library and museum founded in 

1930s 

• Wellcome Collection founded in 2007 – ‘free 

destination for the incurably curious’, blending 

medicine, life, art 

• 100,000 visits in 2007, 500,000 visits in 2013 

• 40,000 visits to library 

• 2010-2013: Library Transformation Programme 

• 2013-2015: Wellcome Collection Development 

project 
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expert interpretation 

strategic digitisation 

targeted collecting 

Wellcome Images/Spike Walker, CC-BY-NC-ND  



http://bit.ly/1nDNUWF 



http://bit.ly/1nDNUWF 



http://bit.ly/1nDNUWF 





 

Charles Townley and 

his friends in his library 

at Park St, 

Westminster.  

Johann Zoffany, c.1790 
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The Hub/Science Media Centre 

Internet Archive 

Conservation/Photographic 

Research Library 

Reading Room/Research Library/ 

Wellcome Kitchen 

Medicine Man/Medicine Now/ 

Gallery 2/Studio/Forum 

Gallery 1/Café/Shop 

Event spaces 



























The future? 


